CASPER CANNON SHOOT

June 13, 14& 15th, 2008

DIRECTIONS TO THE RANGE

From Interstate 25, take exit 186 (North Beverly Street and Bryan Stock Trail). Go North on Bryan Stock Trail and cross the North Platte River at 0.5 mile. Proceed another 0.4 mile up the hill and turn right (East) onto Metro Road. Sign at this corner says “Stuckenhoff Shooters Complex”. Go past the dog pound, fire fighters training facility, and the city dump and thru the gate of the shooting range (at 0.9 mile on Metro Road). Proceed on (going North and turning west) to the Range Clubhouse (log building) another 0.4 mile. Going West around the clubhouse, veer left on an inconspicuous narrow road and look for the 150 foot tall radio tower to the West. Go another 0.3 mile and wind around the small-bore black powder range to arrive at the cannon range just below and East of the radio tower.

TENATIVE SCHEDULE

Friday June 13th, 2008

 Grounds will be open for early arrivers to set up camp. Primitive camping is available at the range and non-potable water is available at the clubhouse, about ½ mile away. We will try to burn a fire barrier if the weather permits. The fire department may issue a permit to burn the grasses in a perimeter surrounding the firing line, but must be completed before 10:00 AM before the winds pick up. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

Saturday June 14, 2008

7:30 to 9:00 AM Set up cannons and register gun crews. Practice targets will be set out from 100 to 700    *****

                             yards. Gun crews will go through safety checks and dry run firing. 

9:00 to 9:30 AM Orientation and safety meeting. All range personnel and crewmembers must attend.

9:30to12:00 Noon   Practice firing for all guns. Range will be open most of this time period with only short      

                             closures for checking targets. No lead scavenging during this time. Only range personnel.

                             and gun crews allowed down range. A direct mortar hit on the money target (outhouse) during 

                             practice will win the pot.($380.00)

12:00 to 1:00 PM Range closed for lunch. A concessionaire will be available serving food and drinks.         *****

                              Targets may be checked and mortar rounds retrieved. No lead scavenging. Set up of       

                              first round competition targets.

1:00 to 3:00 PM FIRST ROUND COMPETITION. Rifled guns will fire 5 rounds at assigned target and

                            smooth bores will fire 5 rounds at 100 yards. Mortars will shoot at mortar target

3:00 to 4:00 PM Range closed. Targets will be scored. Please allow the scorers to score 

                            the targets before you look at the target. Do not remove any targets until scorers are

                            finished. Retrieve mortar rounds.

4:00 to 5:30 PM Range open for practice. Target crews are needed                                                               ******

5:30 to 7:00 PM Range closed. A bring your own meat barbecue for range personnel and gun crews.

                           The club will furnish the grills and the side dishes and drinks but you will need     

                            to supply the meat of your choice. Annual business meeting following supper

7:00 to SUNSET Range open for practice. Please respect others right to a quiet night.

During range closures, spectators may go forward to view cannons, but are asked not to go down range.

Because there are not enough target frames at 400, 600, and 700 yards, the rifled guns will shoot at different ranges during the three rounds of competition, and rotate to a different range for each new round. The starting range will be determined “by the luck of the draw”.

. 

Sunday June 15th, 2008

Sunrise to 8:00 AM Range closed for set up of targets. Gun crewmembers that can help with *****

                                 target set up will be appreciated.

8:00 to 9:00 AM      Practice 

9:00 to 9:30 AM    Orientation for Sundays events 

9:30 to 10:00 AM  Target setup                                                                                                                   *****

10:00 to 12:00 Noon SECOND ROUNDCOMPETITION Rifled cannons will shoot 5 rounds at assigned target.

                               and smooth bores will shoot 5 rounds at 180 yards. Mortars will shoot at the mortar

                               target.

12:00 to1:00 PM  Range closed for scoring and set up of targets. Please allow the scorers to  *****

                              score the targets before you look at them. Retrieval of mortar rounds. No lead               

                              scavenging. Target changing crews are needed.

1:00 to 3:00 PM  THIRD ROUND COMPETITION. Rifled cannons will fire 5 rounds at assigned target and

                            Heavy smooth bores will fire 5 rounds at silhouettes. Light smooth bores will choose the

                            distance they believe they can score the best.  Mortars will shoot at the mortar target.

3:00 PM              Completion of competition. Upon completion, the targets will be scored.

                            Do not go down range in case there has to be a shoot-off to break a tie.

4:00 PM              Range closed. After completion of the competition, there will be an awards ceremony

                            and picture session. Have a safe trip home.

We will try to have a fire break down range. Keep wadding in your gun to a minimum, if 

necessary at all. If a fire should occur down range while your gun is loaded, ground your muzzle so

the fire can be extinguished promptly and crews do not have to work in front of loaded guns.

Absolutely do not go down range to fight the fire until the range is closed

The pressure in the vent is the same as that pushing the projectile down the tube. Keep out of the line

of the vent when pricking the charge and igniting the fuse. Read the safety rules for the shooting of blackpowder cannons and abide by them. Think and act safely. Any accident could put an end to our fun. Keep the 50-foot safety zone clear of unnecessary equipment such as chairs, tables, umbrellas, awnings, tents, flags, vehicles and spotting scopes. It makes it much easier for the range officer, scorers, spotters and spectators if this area is kept clear. Do your observing from the 50-foot barrier. Keep your powder magazine at the 25-foot line. Hearing protection is mandatory. This is the world’s loudest sport.

The light smooth bore category is designed for those who want to come to the shoot with a gun small enough to fit in a station wagon, mini van or small pickup and compete against similar equipment. The weight of the gun tube, carriage, foundation and attachments is limited to 400 pounds.

***** At times marked with 5 asterisks be ready with your screw gun to go down range to change targets.

